
West Suffolk Council Local Plan 
 

What is the West Suffolk Local Plan? 
A local plan sets out a strategy for growth and development of an area and policies which 
set out the way that this plan aims to meet the housing, employment, social and community 
needs of an area while at the same 8me protec8ng and enhancing the natural, built and 
historic environment.  Balancing growth and development with protec8ng and enhancing 
the environment is o<en referred to as sustainable development.  It is a statutory 
requirement that local authori8es produce a local plan for their area and keep it up to date. 
 

 

 
The West Suffolk Local Plan has been divided into three parts: 
Part one – Strategic policies 
Part two – Non- strategic policies 
Part three – Site alloca8ons.  This document sets out the preferred site alloca8ons.  They 
include residen8al, mixed use and employment alloca8ons. 
 

West Suffolk Local Plan Preferred Op=ons Consulta=on – Part One – Strategic Policies 
 

Strategic objec=ves (set out in more detail on p13 – 15) 
• Climate change mi8ga8on and adapta8on 
• Business and local economy 
• Homes 
• Rural areas 



• Environment  
• Communi8es, well – being and culture 
• Connec8vity and accessibility 
 

Strategic Policies  
Pages 16 – 74 set out West Suffolk Council’s preferred strategic policies in more detail: 
• SP1 Climate change, health and well-being (P17 – 19).  The purpose of this policy is to 

provide a framework and direc8on that will ensure an op8mum and comprehensive 
approach to sustainable development. 

• SP2 Health and well-being (P20 – 23).  The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all 
new development op8mises the health and well-being of all who live and work in 
Suffolk. 

• SP3 Design (P24 – 26). ).  The purpose of this policy is to create  well-designed and 
connected communi8es. 

• SP4 Infrastructure (P27-29).  The purpose of this policy is to ensure the infrastructure 
needed to support planned growth is provided alongside development at the 
appropriate 8me and to set out the development requirements needed to deliver 
these. 

• SP5 Housing – Se[lement hierarchy and types of places (P30 – 37).  The purpose of the 
se[lement hierarchy is to reflect the scale and capacity of in terms of their service 
provision as well as their ability to link to other higher order se[lements, par8cularly 
by sustainable means of travel. 

• SP6 Exis8ng opera8onal uses (for example RAF bases and HMP Highpoint) (P38 - 41) 
• SP7 Housing needs (P41 – 47) 
• SP8 – Overall housing distribu8on (48 – 50). The purpose of this policy is to set out 

how the housing need will be distributed across West Suffolk. 
• SP9 – Strategic employment (P51 – 57). The purpose of this policy is to make provision 

for employment land to meet the needs iden8fied over the plan period to 2040. 
• SP10 – Retail and main town centre uses (P56 – 59). The purpose of this policy is to 

support the role and func8on of town centres and local centres in West Suffolk in 
providing services and facili8es for local communi8es. 

• SP11 – Breckland Special Protec8on Area and special area of conserva8on (P60 – 63). 
The purpose of this policy is to protect the Breckland Special Protec8on Area (SPA) and 
Special Area of Conserva8on (SAC) which are na8onal and European designa8ons. 

• SP12 – Recrea8onal effects of development (P64 – 66). The purpose of this policy is to 
ensure that new residen8al development will not increase recrea8onal pressure on 
publicly accessible sensi8ve ecological sites such as the Brecks, Devil’s Dyke and Red 
Lodge Heath). 

• SP13 – Green Infrastructure (P67 – 70). The purpose of this policy is to deliver green 
infrastructure in West Suffolk. 

• SP14 – Biodiversity net gain (P71 – 75). The purpose of the policy is to set locally 
specific biodiversity net gain requirements to be implemented in West Suffolk. 

 
 
 
 
 



Housing Need – number of homes required 

 
Overall Housing Distribu=on 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



West Suffolk Local Plan Preferred Op=ons Consulta=on  - Appendix A Part Three – Site 
Alloca=ons 

 

Risby has been designated as a type A village. 

 

 
 
 
 



Omission Sites (P254) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


